Users Served;  Disabled persons, parents and family members, health care professionals,

The Organization: Sick Kids (Need) Involved People, Inc. (SKIP) is a national education,
resource and support organization founded to foster and promote the feasibility of
specialized pediatric home care for medically fragile children. Assuring the highest possible
quality of life obtainable for these children who are dependent on medical technology is the
ultimate goal. SKIP has approximately 25 chapters nationwide and is expanding in all areas
of the country. Chapters provide information, education and support over the telephone
and through group meetings. Professionals such as physicians, social workers, psychologists
and counselors participate in group meetings through educational presentations and as
facilitators to encourage parental interaction. 'Parent networking to offer peer support and
mutual aid is an important component of SKIP services.

Information Services,1 SKIP puts out printed materials and sponsors educational
presentations dealing with home care of technology-dependent children. The organization
also publishes a newsletter. Donations for individual membership are requested, but are not
required.

Society for the Rehabilitation of the Facially Disfigured
550 First Avenue
Mew York, NY  10016
(212) 340-5400

Handicapping Conditions Served:   Facia! disfigurement and deformities of the hand and
extremities.

Users Served:  Disabled persons, parents, physicians.

The Organization: The Society was founded to provide programs of public education and
research, to establish new treatment facilities, and to encourage training in reconstructive
plastic surgery as a means of aiding victims of facial disfigurement. The Society's Institute
of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery at the New York University Medical Center functions as a
center for clinical services, professional training, and medical research, in association with
several plastic surgery clinics in the New York metropolitan area. Research emphasizes
three major areas: facial and hand reconstruction, microsurgery, and replantation of
amputated fingers, hands, and other parts. A formal residency training program, approved
by the AMA, is also offered. Special rehabilitation programs are available for those with
congenital facial defects and for hand, eye, and cancer surgery patients. Speech
rehabilitation is emphasized, and the services of mental health professionals and vocational
consultants are offered to assist with vocational problems.

Information Services: The Society routinely refers those interested in direct services to local
plastic surgeons and clinics. Assistance is provided, if needed, in locating help to pay for
the rehabilitation. Individual case reviews and recommendations are sometimes made by
teams of specialists from the Institute. If the case is of such a serious nature that only the
Institute could help, families are advised of the cost. Fact sheets describing the services of
the Institute are available, as well as brochures and pamphlets describing the range of
possibilities of such surgery, and giving selected patient histories from the Institute's files.
A bibliography of publications by Institute physicians is also available. The Society
publishes an annual newsletter, SFD News.

86Canada. The national office provides
